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              2017 Winter Newsletter              
 

Bedford Katonah 
Hockey Association 
P.O. Box 766 

Katonah NY, 10536 

www.bedfordbearshockey.com 

 

Dear Bears, 

Thank you and your player(s) for another exciting season of 
Bear hockey.  And to all who have given of their time to help 
make things run smoothly in the den, we salute you. 

GO BEARS! 

The Board of Directors, Bedford Katonah Hockey Association 
 

We are now almost through the 2016/2017 season.  Even though it 
feels like a blur of practices and games already there is even more 
to come.  Good news to the players, maybe not so much to the 
drivers! 

Here are some highlights so far: 

Midgets 18U 

Our young team (half the players are eligible to play 16U) started 
their split season in August and have an 11-6-6 overall record to 
show for. With a record of 4-3-3 in the TB division of the HVHL, they 
earned a spot to play in the NY State Tournament March 3-5, 
2017 in Amherst, NY. All players are currently playing for their 
respective Varsity team, with 9 players on the John Jay squad. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

February 

HVHL Playoffs  

March 30 

Team tryouts begin 
 

Important 
Announcements 
Rink Rules: The Bears 
organization takes great 
pride in working with Harvey 
Rink especially in respecting 
the rink rules. 

Food is not permitted in the rink 
or locker room areas 

Parking on the driveway is 
prohibited. 

The grid area by the rink steps is 
a fire zone and not to be used 
for player drop-off. 

No pets allowed, not even bears 
(the real ones). 

Please do not leave rubber 
matted areas when in the rink 
area. 

Children must be supervised, 
always. 
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Bantam B 

The Bantam B’s went to Philly Liberty Bell Tournament and brought home a little bit of gold.  Playing 
in a tight four team division, the Bears avenged a 2-1 round robin loss to the Long Island Icecats by 
handing the islanders a 6-3 loss in the finals.  A great win for Bedford and a bit of a furball for the 
Icecats. 

 

Bantam A 

The Bantam A’s rocked the Liberty Bell a tad as well.   Gold I tell you, pure gold.  They never 
dropped a game and for good measure, handed the Holydell NJ Hurricanes a shutout in the final, 
3-0. 

 

Pee Wee B 

The Pee Wee B’s too went to Philadelphia and made it to the consolation game.  The Suffolk PAL 
Sound Tigers proved a tad toothy for the Bears as they lost a hard fought game to end the 
tournament. 

 

Pee Wee A 

The Pee Wee A’s thought the Philly tournament was a good idea 
so they went too.  Getting to the consolation finals they battled 
the NJ Freeze to a 2-2 tie. 

 

Squirt B 

The Squirt B’s gave it their all in the Liberty Cup and gave their 
opponents all they could handle.  The scores did not tell the whole 
story as the Battlin’ B’s played hard but did not get to the 
tournament medal round. 

 

Squirt A 

The Squirt A’s took in the Liberty Cup hospitality and, after saying 
thank you, took home the gold.  After going 2-1 in round robin play 
the A’s played the Long Island Rebels in a rematch for the final.  
Having lost to the Rebel’s once before, the A’s knew that anything 

 

 

Bear Bears Hockey Mission 
Statement 

The Bedford Katonah Hockey 
Association, also known as the 
Bedford Bears, is a youth travel 
hockey program whose mission 
is to help young players 
develop their skills and foster a 
love for the game of hockey in 
a family friendly environment. 
We encourage healthy 
competition, but place a 
greater emphasis on 
sportsmanship, team-play and 
simply having fun. 
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less than their best would not do.  Well the best came to play and the Rebels are still trying to 
figure out how they only got four shots on goal in the game.  A 4-0 victory and the A’s had their 
gold and much overpriced tournament merchandise to boot. 

 

Mites 

8U: The 4-8U teams, Red1, Red2, White1 and White2 have been hard at work competing in the 
Chelsea Piers CT (CPCT) mite leagues on Saturday's and Sunday's since the 1st week of the season. 

White1 and White2 have all shown remarkable improvement in all of their skills in practice and is 
exemplified by their competitive games at CPCT. 

Red2 is beginning to gel as a cohesive unit. 2 weeks ago they went up to Saugerties for a 
jamboree and swept all 3 games in convincing fashion. Look out CPCT, Red2 is on fire! 

Red1 went to Saugerties 2 weeks ago and enjoyed the same outcome as Red2. 3 games and 3 
victories, limiting their opponents to one goal per game in the process. Led by their ferocious 
forecheck, stifling pursuit of the puck and an overall tenacity, they would not be denied. 

 

6U: The Cubs and Grizzlies awoke from their game hibernation to begin playing games at CPCT in 
December. Their hard work in practice is translating to big smiles during games as they get their 
first taste of game action. Continued success is on the horizon for the 6U. Grrrrr! 

 

GO BEARS!    

Spring Clinic 

The Bears Spring Clinic is $180 per player for 9 sessions.  The dates are (all days are Mondays): 

3/20 
3/27 no clinic – tryouts night 
4/03 
4/10 no clinic - school vacation day 
4-17 no clinic – tryouts night 
4/24 no clinic – tryouts night 
5/01 
5/08 
5/15 
5/22 
5/29 no clinic - Memorial Day holiday 
6/05  
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6/12 
6/19   

 

Tryouts…. 

Are coming, the tryouts are coming….. 

MON 03-27     6:15 - 7:30     Blue vs. White PW    
                        7:45 - 9:00     Blue vs. White BA 

TUE 03-28      6:00 - 7:15     Blue vs. White SQ 

THU 03-30   6:00 - 7:15PM   Blue vs. White SQUIRT    
                     7:30- 8:45PM    Blue vs. White PEE WEE 

FRI 03-31     6:00- 7:15PM    Blue vs. White BANTAM  
 
04-10 to 04-14 SCHOOL BREAK – NO TRYOUTS 
 
MON 04-17   6:00 - 7:15PM     Free Agents Tryouts SQUIRT 
                     7:30 - 8:45PM    Free Agents Tryouts PEE WEE 

TUE  04-18    6:00 - 7:15PM    Free Agents Tryouts BANTAM 

THU 04-20    6:00 - 7:15PM     Mixed Tryouts SQUIRT  
                      7:30 - 8:45PM     Mixed Tryouts PEE WEE 

FRI  04-21     6:00 - 7:15PM     Mixed Tryouts BANTAM 
                      7:30 - 8:45PM     Mixed Tryouts MIDGET 

 
MON 04-24   6:00 - 7:15PM     Mixed Tryouts SQUIRT 

     7:30 - 8:45PM     Mixed Tryouts PEE WEE 
 

TUE 04-25     6:00 - 7:15PM    Mixed Tryouts BANTAM 
 

THU 04-27     6:00 - 7:15PM    Mixed Tryouts MIDGET 
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Dates and times are also posted on our website at www.bedfordbearshockey.com 

 

 

The Bears will be fielding the following 2017 - 2018 Travel Teams in the Hudson Valley Hockey 
League (HVHL): 

1. Three Squirt teams 
2. Pee Wee A & B 
3. Bantam A & B  
4. 16U and/or 18U (depending on the numbers) 

 (TB) Tournament bound means that team participating in the Hudson Valley Hockey League 
(HVHL) division would compete for a birth in the NY State Tournament in March in Buffalo. 

The BKHA tryout fee structure for 2017 – 2018 season is as follows: The fee will be [$225.00] and will have 
two components: 

1. $75.00 of the fee will be non-refundable. 
2. $150.00 of the fee will be: 

a. Credited toward the 2016 - 2017 season fee if the player is offered a spot on a team 
and accepts. 

b. Forfeited if the player is offered a spot on a team and declines. 
c. Returned by check if the player is not offered a spot on a team. 

In terms of how the teams are selected, the Bears use a broad in-house group approach to 
picking the teams. 

Before the Open Tryouts the Bears organization holds its annual Blue/White scrimmage and skills 
assessment for all current BKHA players.  Coaches will evaluate each player in a series of drills and 
the Blue/White scrimmage.   

The Open Tryout process consists of scrimmage sessions for both current BKHA players and any 
other outside participants. 
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The team selection process consists of the Year End Player Reviews, Blue/White scrimmage, Skills 
Session and Open tryouts scrimmages.  Each evaluator uses a standard form on which player’s 
skills and abilities are evaluated and ranked.  

As evaluators, at each level and for each team, we have our current Head coaches and assistant 
coaches participate in player evaluations.  At the end of the tryout process these same evaluators 
will meet to select rosters for the 2016 – 2017 season.   

The Bears reserve the right to hold up to 4 roster spots open on the A teams, to provide an 
opportunity for ANY player who significantly improves over the summer months to move up.  These 
team spots will be filled by or about mid-October by decision of the respective coaching staff. 

Team rosters will consist of no more than 15 skaters and 2 goalies for each team.  This does not 
mean that each team will have the maximum number of skaters (15) or goalies (2) on each team. 

Players will be notified as follows: 

All “A” team members will be notified by e-mail 24 hours after the selection process.  Those players 
will have 24 hours after those e-mails are sent to accept their spot with the team.  Acceptance 
requires a deposit of half the tuition fee paid by either credit card or check.  If by check, then 
arrangement will be made to meet a Board Member within this 24-hour period.  

All “B” team members will be notified by e-mail 48 hours after the selection process. Those players 
will have 24 hours after those e-mails are sent to accept their spot with the team.  Acceptance 
requires a deposit of half the tuition fee paid by either credit card or check.  If by check, then 
arrangement will be made to meet a Board Member within this 24-hour period.  

All wait list players will be notified by e-mail 72 hours after the selection process.  If players on one 
of the two teams mentioned above decline their spot, then BKHA Board will notify the potential 
wait list player of a spot and then they will have 24 hours to accept that spot.  Acceptance 
requires a deposit of half the tuition fee paid by either credit card or check.  If by check, then 
arrangement will be made to meet a Board Member within this 24-hour period.  


